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Session 4:  
Fricative Sounds & Affricate and Approximant Sounds :  

/s/, /z/, /tʃ/, /dʒ/, /ʃ/, /ʒ/ 

 
Here are the English Phonemes [44]: 
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/s/  as in sink /sɪŋk/ 

জিহ্বার সমু্মখ ভাগ তালুর সাথে হালকাভাথে 
স্পর্শকথর েলুন। 

/z/  as in zinc /zɪŋk/ 

জিহোর সমু্মখ ভাগ তালুর সাথে হালকাভাথে। 
স্পর্শকথর েলুন। 

 

 
Pair 5: /s/ (Voiceless) vs /z/ (Voiced) 

 

• Bangla Equivalent:  

/s/ is like a sharper স.  

/z/ has no equivalent (do not use ি). 
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• Extensive Examples: 
 

o Initial: /s/ - Sun, See, Sip, Sell / /z/ - Zoo, Zee, Zip, Zeal 
 

o Medial:  /s/ - City, Fasten, Basin / /z/ - Daisy, Reason, Prison 
 

o Final: /s/ - Bus, Price, Cats / /z/ - Buzz, Prise, Cabs 
 

• Exceptions/Spelling Rules: 
 

o Plurals Rule: If a word ends in a voiceless sound (p, t, k, f, 
th), the 's' sounds like /s/ (Cats, Cups). If it ends in a voiced 
sound (b, d, g, v, m, n, l, r, vowels), 's' sounds like /z/ 
(Dogs, Beds, Cars, Boys). 
 

o /z/ Spelling: 'z' (Zebra), 'zz' (Buzz), and  
sometimes 's' (Rose, Is, Was). 
 

o Sc- rule: 'sc' is pronounced /s/ before e, i, y:  
Science, Scene, Scissors. 
 

o Silent S: Island, Aisle, Isle, Viscount (the 's' is not 
pronounced). 
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Pair 6: /tʃ/ (Voiceless Affricate) vs /dʒ/ (Voiced Affricate) 
 

• Bangla Equivalent: 
  

/tʃ/ is like চ (but with more friction).  

/dʒ/ is like ি (but with the tongue further back). 

 

/tʃ/ as in church  /tʃfa:tʃ]/ 
জিহ্বার মধ্যভাগ র্ক্ত তালুর সাথে জমজর্থে েলুন। 

/dʒ/ as in judge  /dʒadʒ/ 
জিহ্বার মধ্যভাগ র্ক্ত তালুর সাথে জমজর্থে 

েলুন। 
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• Extensive Examples: 

Initial: /tʃ/ - Chair, Cheese, Chain, Chop / 
 /dʒ/ - Jam, Jazz, Jane, Job 
 
Medial: /tʃ/ - Nature, Picture, Catching /  
/dʒ/ - Major, Subject, Magic 
 
Final: /tʃ/ - Watch, Catch, Match, Church / 
 /dʒ/ - Judge, Edge, Bridge, Large 
 
 

Exceptions/Spelling Rules: 
• /tʃ/ Spelling: 'ch' (Chair), 'tch' (Catch), 't' before 'ure' (Nature). 

 
• /dʒ/ Spelling: 'j' (Jam), 'g' before e/i/y (Giant, Gym), 'dge' after a 

short vowel (Judge, Badge), 'di' (Soldier). 
 

• Ch sounding like /k/: Words of Greek origin: Chemistry, Choir, 
Character, Stomach. 
 

• Ch sounding like /ʃ/: Words of French origin: Machine, Chef, 
Champagne, Chic. 
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/ʃ/ as in chef  

জিহোর অগ্রভাগ জিথে জর্র্ জিথে েলুন। 
 

/ʒ/ as in zepa 

জিহ্বার অগ্রভাগ উপথর িাথতর গগাড়ার মাজড়র সাথে 
না লাজগথে েলুন। 

 
  

Pair 7: /ʃ/ (Voiceless) vs /ʒ/ (Voiced) 
 

• Bangla Equivalent:  

/ʃ/ is exactly like র্/ষ.  
/ʒ/ has no equivalent (do not use ি). 
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• Extensive Examples: 

o Initial /ʃ/: She, Shoe, Ship, Sure 

 

o Medial /ʃ/: Nation, Machine, Special, Ocean (Note the 

varied spellings!)  
 

o Medial /ʒ/: Measure, Vision, Pleasure, Treasure, Decision 

 
o (Note: /ʒ/ almost never appears at the beginning of native 

English words). 
 

o Final /ʃ/: Cash, Wash, Push, Rush 

 

o Final /ʒ/: Garage, Mirage, Rouge, Beige (mostly French 

loanwords) 
 

• Exceptions/Spelling Rules: 
o /ʃ/ Spelling: 'sh' (Ship), 'ti' (Nation), 'ci' (Special), 'si' 

(Tension), 'ch' (Machine, Chef). 
 

o /ʒ/ Spelling: Usually 'si' or 'zi' before a vowel (Vision, 
Bizarre), 'ge' (Garage), 'su' (Measure). 
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Homework / Extensive Practice List 

Tongue Twisters for Daily Practice: 

1. /s/ vs /z/:  

Susan saw seven small mice in the cellar. 

The crazy boys played jazz at the zoo. 

2. /tʃ/ vs /dʒ/:  

Charles chose cheap cheese for lunch. 

John enjoyed a large glass of orange juice. 

3. /ʃ/ vs /ʒ/:  

She washed the dishes with special soap.  

We measured the treasure in the garage. 

 

Paragraph Reading (Focus on bold words): 

 

Charles managed to wash his special shirt and cheap jeans. He 

measured the sugar for his sandwich and poured some orange 

juice. Suddenly, he saw a strange vision outside the garage. A 

crazy scientist was watching television in the bushes. "Please 

leave," said Charles, chewing a piece of cheese. "This is my 

property." The man just smiled and played some jazz music. 
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Home Practice 

 

S      স্      &             z    য্       Contrast 
 

[s] and [z] Word Pairs: 
Remember, your vocal cords vibrate for [z] sound but not for [s] sound. 

[s]                                                                [z] 
sue /suː/                                                    zoo /zuː/ 
sip /sɪp/                                                     zip /zɪp/ 
sink /sɪŋk/                                                zinc /zɪŋk/ 
rice  /raɪs/                                                 rise /raɪz/ 
 

[s] and [z] Sentence Pairs: 
[s]                                                                [z] 
What's the price?                                What's the prize?  
I like the plage.                                     I like the plays. 
 

[s] and [z] in Noun/Verb Pairs: 
Some nouns and verbs are spelled the same. However, when spoken, the letter 
's' in the noun is pronounced as [s] and in the verb as [z]. 
 

Noun Phrases ("s"=[s])              Verb Phrases ("s"=[z]) 

What's the use?                                     Can I use this? 
Make an excuse.                                    Please excuse me. 
I have a house.                                       The zoo will house the animals. 
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ʒ  as in Vision, Conclusion 
 

 

Typical Spellings for [ʒ]: decision, usual, vision 

Less Common Spellings for [ʒ]: azure /ˈæz.jʊər/ 
[ 

Middle Position Final Position 

vision /ˈvɪʒ.ən/ beige /beɪʒ/ 

measure /ˈmɛʒə/ garage /ˈɡærɑːʒ/ 
/ˈɡærɪdʒ/ 

conclusion /kənˈkluːʒən/ mirage /mɪˈrɑːʒ/ 
Division /dɪˈvɪʒən/ abrasion /əˈbreɪʒən/ 

television /ˈtɛlɪvɪʒən/ camouflage /ˈkæməflɑːʒ/ 
 
Sentences: 

I usually watch television. /aɪ ˈjuːʒʊəli wɒʧ ˈtɛlɪvɪʒən/ 
The excursion was a pleasure. /ðə ɪkˈskɜːʃən wɒz ə ˈplɛʒə/ 
 

More Examples of/ ʒ / sounds: 

-sion may take/ʃn/ or /ʒn/ sound but -ssion never takes /ʒn/ sound rather it always takes /ʃn/ 
sound. There are 100+ words in the Cambridge Adv. Learner's Dictionary on / ʒn/ sound: 
 
 

Allusion /əˈluːʒən/ 

Aversion /əˈvɜːʃən/ 

Circumcision /ˌsɜːkəmˈsɪʒən/ 

Cohesion /kəʊˈhiːʒən/ 
Collision /kəˈlɪʒən/ 

Collusion /kəˈluːʒən/ 

Conclusion /kənˈkluːʒən/ 

Confusion /kənˈfjuːʒən/ 
Conversion /kənˈvɜːʃən/ 

Corrosion /kəˈrəʊʒən/ 

Decision /dɪˈsɪʒən/ 

Delusion /dɪˈluːʒən/ 
Disillusion /ˌdɪsɪˈluːʒən/ 

Division /dɪˈvɪʒən/ 
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Erosion /ɪˈrəʊʒən/ 

Evasion /ɪˈveɪʒən/ 

Exclusion /ɪksˈkluːʒən/ 
Explosion /ɪkˈspləʊʒən/ 

Fusion /ˈfjuːʒən/ 

Illusion /ɪˈluːʒən/ 

Incision /ɪnˈsɪʒən/ 
Inclusion /ɪnˈkluːʒən/ 

Indecision /ˌɪndɪˈsɪʒən/ 

Infusion /ɪnˈfjuːʒən/ 

Intrusion /ɪnˈtruːʒən/ 
Invasion /ɪnˈveɪʒən/ 

Occasion /əˈkeɪʒən/ 

Persuasion /pəˈsweɪʒən/ 

Precision /prɪˈsɪʒən/ 
Profusion /prəˈfjuːʒən/ 

Provision /prəˈvɪʒən/ 

Revision /rɪˈvɪʒən/ 

Seclusion /sɪˈkluːʒən/ 
 

Subdivision /sʌbˈdɪvɪʒən/ 
Television /ˈtɛlɪvɪʒən/ 

Transfusion /trænsˈfjuːʒən/ 

Version /ˈvɜːʃən/ 

vision /ˈvɪʒən/ 
Closure /ˈkləʊʒə/ 

composure /kəmˈpəʊʒə/ 

exposure /ɪkˈspəʊʒə/ 

disclosure /dɪsˈkləʊʒə/ 
displeasure /dɪsˈplɛʒə/ 

Enclosure /ɪnˈkləʊʒə/ 

Exposure /ɪkˈspəʊʒə/ 

Leisure /ˈlɛʒə/ 

http://www.learnengwithshahan.com/


Phonetics & Presentation:  
Session 4: Starting of IPA – Consonant Sound 2   

 

www.learnengwithshahan.com 
Office: 01718-005300 

Measure /ˈmɛʒə/ 

Pleasure /ˈplɛʒə/ 

Treasure /ˈtrɛʒə/ 
Casual /ˈkæʒuəl/ 

Usual /ˈjuːʒuəl/ 

Visual /ˈvɪʒuəl/ 

Casually /ˈkæʒuəli/ 
Usually /ˈjuːʒuəli/ 

Visually /ˈvɪʒuəli/ 

Amnesia /æmˈniːzɪə/ 

Asia /ˈeɪʒə/ 
Indonesia /ˌɪndəˈniːʒə/ 

Malaysia /məˈleɪʒə/ 

Garage /ˈɡærɑːʒ/ 

Genre /ˈʒɒnrə/ 

 
[[[ 

 [tʃ] and [dʒ] Word and Sentence Pairs 
 
[tʃ]                                                          [dʒ]                                             
cheer / tʃɪər/                                     jeer /dʒɪər/                               
choke /tʃəʊk/                                   joke /dʒəʊk/                            
I like that cello /ˈtʃel.əʊ/.             I like that jello.                         
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